[Molecular pharmacogenetics in hospital laboratories in France: current data and future prospects].
Molecular pharmacogenetic units have recently been established in several hospital laboratories in France. The clinical impact of these units is still limited and numerous problems of organizational, ethical, legal, technical, social and economical nature remain to be resolved. However, an increasing number of these units, a rise in their activities and an enlargement of their scope of application are foreseeable in the future. Ultimately, these units would significantly contribute to limit the public health problem caused by interindividual variabilities in drug effects. In view of these prospects, it seems essential that such hospital activity should be quickly recognised by the authorities and the various health sectors in France. It is also essential that the problems that arise from such pharmacogenetic activities should be considered by the authorities and would profit from the organization of a national network and from financial guarantees.